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Hi everyone….inside this edition of our newsletter, 

you will find an article about our school camp at 

Arbury Park Outdoor School.  Everyone had a 

wonderful time and I would like to thank our 

students and staff for making it such a delightful 

experience.  We are very lucky to have teachers 

and SSOs who value and support the learning, 

independence and social experiences that 

children develop when they spend time away 

from their families in a different environment and 

they give up their own time with their own 

families, to ensure your children are cared for and 

supervised.  I would also like to thank Robyn Holla 

and Lauren Campbell for “holding the fort” while 

Simon and myself went to camp and to our 

wonderful team of staff who remained at school 

to keep the learning happening for our younger 

students.  

We will be commencing with the STEM build early 

in Term 3 (approximately 9th August at this stage) 

and Simon Watts (STEM Coordinator) has 

organised an information evening for Tuesday 4th 

July at 6.00 in the library for those who are 

interested.  If you would like to attend to see the 

plans for our exciting new redevelopment and 

hear about some of the exciting things already 

happening, please contact the school to register 

or speak to Simon.  The next 9-10 months will be at 

times frustrating for all of us and while we will 

endeavour to minimise any inconvenience for 

families, students and staff, we ask for your 

patience and understanding during the 

construction phase ahead.  

Kind regards, Lissa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before School Care 

7.00-8.30am  

Out of School Hours Care: 

3.05—6.00pm  

Vacation Care: 

7.30—6.00pm 

available from Monday to Friday 

At present, we are unable to accept any 

more permanent bookings as we are at  

capacity.  If you no longer need OSHC, 

please notify us immediately on   

0403 443 641  

Diary Dates 

4th July STEM Information evening (6.00pm) 

7th July Last Day of Term Casual Day 

2:05pm Early Dismissal 

24th July First Day of Term 3 

11th August School Photos 

Don’t forget to like us on  

Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/hillcresters 



Our bus trip to camp ran for about 30 minutes which is earlier than expected since it was meant to be around 45 minutes. For most 

people, we just sat and talked whilst some brought their pillows and even took a nap. As we were playing random games, we went up 

the hills and our ears went all weird; fun fact, the air pressure at this rate is thinning therefore our ears were popping. The bus was going 

fast and when it reached the tunnel everyone looked. When the trip was coming to an end, we thanked the bus driver and peacefully 

left. Shirley 

 

This term during week 6, all the year 4-7’s went to Arbury Park Outdoor School, for the biannual school camp. The camp went from 

Wednesday to Friday, so all the Rec-3’s would’ve noticed our absence! One of the activities on camp was Bush Survival; Bush Survival is 

a year 6/7 activity, where about 10 of us were led by an instructor to a campfire site. The instructor acted as a pilot on a plane, and we 

were the passengers. The instructor said that the ‘plane’ was having mechanical issues and that it was going for a crash landing. Finally, 

our group arrived at the campfire site and sat down on some logs that were positioned around where the fire had once been. The in-

structor then commentated that everyone on-board the plane ‘perished’ besides us and that he was now a ‘spirit guide’. There was a box 

that contained different items like rope and matches, and we were told to pick 10 items from it. Then my group was split into thirds: one 

for making a fire, making a shelter and finding food that was at certain coordinates on a map that was in the box. I was part of the fire 

group, and used matches, newspaper, twigs and logs to get the fire started. When the food group got back we found raw damper batter, 

apples, mandarins, bread, eggs, water and jam. The damper was cooked on the fire, along with the eggs and bread. After that, the whole 

group went to find another spot on the map and it ended up being where a different group had their camp! Then we went to the dining 

room for lunch.    Thea   

 

At camp we did fresh water life with Paul, looking at yabbies and back swimmers using microscopes and looking how they live. They live 

in forest water and we started to watch the small critters swim around in the pond. We used nets to catch fish.   Alexia and Charlize 

The food at Arbury Park was delicious, especially the dessert! We had a great variety of choices and substitute foods for those with spe-

cial food requirements. I would say the worst part about every meal was the wait that my table went through; once we got it most of the 

other tables were just finishing up their meals. The food was definitely worth the wait. I even found myself liking the vegetables, which 

came to my surprise. I would say the best meal would be the ‘Honey Soy Chicken’. It had so much flavour and was yummy (Sorry to 

those vegetarians!).  The food was really replenishing and if I could eat there again I would be there in a flash!  Jojo 

The sleeping at Arbury Park was amazing (except for all the farts). The best part about the sleeping is the sleeping when no one bugged 

you and you can just sleep peacefully. The worst part is trying to sleep when all you can hear is laughing and coughing. You had to get to 

bed at 9:30 and lights out at 10:00 in the morning you could get up at 6:30 and everyone up at 7:30 for a 7:45 breakfast.  Ben 

Camp was OUTRAGEOUS! Our school learnt so much about the wild life, construction, team work, plants and about animals and how to 

take care of them. Camp at Arbury Park was fantastic I would go again for double the money!  Dom 

We would like to thank all of the instructors from Arbury Park, the Hillcrest Primary teachers for getting it organised and caring for us 

while we were away and lastly to our parents for helping us get ready for the camp – we loved it!  Krish 



  

 

         This week’s  

Ultra Stars: 

 Diya M 

Alyssa V  

Layla 

GERMAN 

This year we have introduced German as a new subject area. 

As you would understand with a new subject, the skills and 

expectations need to be modified for each year level as we are 

starting right at the beginning. Therefore students will be 

assessed on a modified language program aligned to the 

Australian Curriculum standards. You can expect to see a 

grade that reflects their first two terms of learning German and 

whilst the curriculum has been modified the effort grades will be 

higher due to the high levels of interest, hard work and 

enthusiasm in this new subject area. 

Well done to the Hillcrest Primary School leaf warriors! 
 

Over the past month some of our students have spent part of their recesses and lunches raking up 

the autumn leaves from around the school grounds.  

These students came up with the idea themselves and it has certainly made a big difference to the 

school as well as getting them fitter.  

Leaves from deciduous trees make a wonderful and rich humus and as a result of their efforts all of 

our compost bays are full and already in the process of decomposing. The resultant compost will be 

used on the garden beds as an organic fertiliser and soil conditioner.  

The students have also stopped these leaves from getting into surrounding street gutters where they 

can block drains and stormwater systems. They can also end up contaminating water courses with 

their high nutrient content. 

 So well done to Lucas, Abby, Aryk, Leon, Belle, Demi, Jack, Noah and other leaf warriors!                                 

Armaan 

Joseph O 

Hayden 



  

 

AFTER SCHOOL SPORT OPTION: 
 

Our local State Member, Dana Wortley is keen to see the further development of our community with the 

establishment of a local sports competition.  In the first instance a Year 6/7 mixed (boys and girls) dodgeball 

tournament will be offered in Term 3 and the competition will be played over a number of weeks at Mega Courts 

Indoor Sports, Windsor Gardens.   

 

Teams will accumulate points and at the end of the competition, Ms Wortley will present the winning team with a 

shield. This would then be presented to the winning team in the next round of the competition and so on. All players will 

be presented with a certificate of participation. 

 

Mega Courts management are offering a Free Dodgeball Come and Try after school session on Wednesday June 28 at 

4.15pm. This will provide you with the opportunity to view the facility in action and for the students to participate in 

playing a game(s) that will be run by Mega Courts staff. They have set the weekly cost at $5.50 per student. This 

includes provision of the umpire for the game. 

 

The dodgeball tournament will begin in term 3 and will be played on Wednesdays at 4.15pm.  It is expected that each 

team entered will have a parent present for the Come and Try session and the weekly games.  If your child is interested 

in this after school sport opportunity, please collect an expression of interest form from the front office and/or contact 

Dana Wortley’s office on 8369 2323.  Please note that this is not a school organized tournament as it is outside of school 

hours so children will need to have a parent/caregiver present. 


